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PART1

Summary

EvelynGlennieisamulti–percussionist.Shehasattainedmasteryoveralmost
athousandmusicalinstrumentsdespitebeinghearing–impaired.Shelearntto
feelmusicthroughthebodyinsteadofhearingitthroughtheears.

WhenEvelynwaselevenyearsold,itwasdiscoveredthatshehadlosther
hearingpowerduetonervedamage.Thespecialistadvisedthatshewear
hearingaidsandbesenttoaschoolforthedeaf.Onthecontrary,Evelynwas
determinedtoleadanormallifeandfollowherinterestinmusic.Althoughshe
wasdiscouraged byherteachers,herpotentialwasnoticed bymaster
percussionist,RonForbes.HeguidedEvelyntofeelmusicsomeotherwaythan



tohearitthroughherears.ThisworkedwellforEvelynandsherealizedthatshe
couldsensedifferentsoundsthroughdifferentpartsofherbody.

Onceshehadovercomethishurdle,Evelynbeganhercareerinmusic.Shegot
admissionintheRoyalAcademyofMusic,Londonandscoredthehighestmarks
inthehistoryoftheacademy.Evelynsaysthathardworkanddedicationtowards
hergoalhelpedherachievesuccess.Evelyngivessoloperformancesandeven
givesfreeconcertsforhospitalsandschools.Intheyear1991,shewonthe
RoyalPhilharmonicSociety’sprestigious‘SoloistoftheYear’Award.Evelyn’s
storyisaninspirationforthedifferentlyabledwhoaremotivatedtofulfiltheir
dreamslikeshedid.

 

QuestionandAnswers

Answerthesequestionsinafewwordsoracoupleofsentenceseach.

1.HowoldwasEvelynwhenshewenttotheRoyalAcademyofMusic?
A.EvelynwasseventeenyearsoldwhenshegotadmissionintheRoyal
AcademyofMusic,London.Shewasnervousassheboardedthetrain
from Scotlandasshelivedonfarmsinthecountrysideandwasnot
exposedtothelifeincities.Evelynwasexcitedasshewasabouttobegin
hercareerinmusicwhichwasheraiminlife.
 
2.Whenwasherdeafnessfirstnoticed?Whenwasitconfirmed?
A.WhenEvelynwaseightyearsold,hermother,IsabelleGlennienoticed
thatEvelyndidnotrespondtohernamebeingcalledoutatthepianoclass.
Evelyn’slossofhearingwasgradualandforsometimeshewasableto
hideherdisabilityfromherteachersandfriends.Bythetimesheturned
eleven,hermarksdeteriorated,andherparentstookhertoadoctor.Then,
itwasdiscoveredthatEvelynwasprofoundlydeaf.
 
 
Answereachofthesequestionsinashortparagraph(30–40words).
 

1.Whohelpedhertocontinuewithmusic?Whatdidhedoandsay?
A.Evelynwasdiscouragedbyherteachersbutmaster–percussionistRon
Forbesspottedhertalentandpotential.HeguidedEvelyntofeelmusic
someotherwayratherthanhearingit.Hegottwolargedrumsandtuned
themtodifferentnotes.Whenheplayedthedrums,Evelynreactedtothe
distinctnotesdifferently.Sherealizedthatshecouldfeelthehighernotes



producedbyoneofthedrumsthroughtheupperpartofherbody,above
thewaistandthelowernotesoftheotherdrumthroughthelowerpartof
herbody,belowthewaist.ThisworkedwellforEvelynandgradually,she
foundthatshecouldsensedifferentsoundsandvibrationsthroughdifferent
partsofherbody.
 
2.NamethevariousplacesandcausesforwhichEvelynperforms.
A.Evelynmadeherfirsttourattheageofsixteen,whensheperformed
withayouthorchestra.ShetouredtheUnitedKingdomandafterthattour
shedecidedthatshewouldmakeacareerinmusic.Shehasmadeher
nameinthefieldofmusic.Evelynisapopularmusicianwithabusy
internationalschedule.Apartfrom theregularconcerts,shealsodoes
charityandperformsforhospitalsandprisons.Evelynalsoholdsclasses
foryoungmusicians.
 

Answerthequestionintwoorthreeparagraphs(100–150words).
 
1.HowdoesEvelynhearmusic?
A.EvelynGlenniewaspassionateaboutmusicbutunfortunately,shelost
hersenseofhearingbytheageofeleven.Shewantedtolearnplayingthe
xylophonebutwasdiscouragedbyherteachers.Theyopinedthatasshe
couldnothear,shecouldnotlearnmusic.MasterpercussionistRon
ForbesspottedEvelyn’spotential.Heguidedhertofeelmusicsomeother
waythantohearitthroughherears.Hetrainedherbytuningtwolarge
drumstodifferentnotes.Evelynrealizedthatshecouldsensedifferent
soundsandvibrationsthroughdifferentpartsofherbody.Shecouldfeel
thehighernotesproducedbyoneofthedrumsthroughtheupperpartof
herbody,abovethewaistandthelowernotesoftheotherdrumthrough
thelowerpartofherbody,belowthewaist.Thisexperimentworkedwellfor
Evelynandsherespondedtothefinersoundsofmusictoo.
 

Evelyncanfeelmusicpenetrateherbodythoughvariousparts–cheeks,
hair,skin,etc.Whensheplaysthexylophone,shefeelsthesoundmove
fromthesticksintoherfingertips.Whenthedrumsareplayed,shecan
feeltheechoofthedrum beatsthroughherbody.Evelynremovesher
footwearassheperformsonawoodenfloorsothatshecanfeelthe
vibrationsproducedbydifferentinstrumentspassthroughherfeetupher
legs.Thus,Evelynhassensitizedherbodytomusic.
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